Take a Deep Breath and Switch.
Choosing a research topic is an important decision at any level. The choice shapes decisions about what graduate lab to join, which post-doctoral position to pursue, how to start an independent lab, and what companies might make good employers. The thing to remember is that "the choice" can, and perhaps should, be made many times during a career, and each time, it can take an exciting new turn. Lara Szewczak sat down with Amy Gladfelter and Tony Hyman to talk about what it takes for a researcher to pivot-to decide that they want to embark on a new line of research. What does it mean at different points in a career, and how can you motivate colleagues to follow? Annotated excerpts from this conversation are presented below, and the full conversation is available with the article online.